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In response to concern about the safety of America’s schools and school children 
from acts of targeted violence in school, the U.S. Secret Service and U.S. Depart-
ment of Education conducted the Safe School Initiative, an operational analysis of 
school-based attacks in the U.S.  The primary goal of the Safe School Initiative has 
been to provide information about the thinking and behaviors of students who have 
planned and carried out instances of targeted violence in American schools.  This 
presentation is intended for school administrators and teachers, law enforcement 
professionals, mental health professionals, concerned community members, and oth-
ers.  The purpose of the presentation is to share findings and materials from the Safe 
School Initiative that may help schools and communities better understand school-
based attacks and assist them in developing strategies that may result in earlier 
identification, assessment, and intervention of students who pose a risk of targeted 
violence in schools.  The presentation will include a review of the Safe School Initia-
tive, presentation of two school shooting case studies, and discussion of threat assess-
ment for evaluating the risk a student may pose for of targeted violence in school.
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